Seeing then that we haves 
II Cor. 3: 12. 


Ne. 20. Vol. LX. 


consider the condition of the nation at the time our Savior dwelt amongst 


ab thet time, was décéiiént nation; it-had seen 
ite best days. corraption.of ite original: religion and the‘decay:in 
public, morality: combined with: intestine quarrels had, to a large extent, 


Wishons going to the.eld.chroniclers for information or evidence there 
are at least four things that, bear. testimony that’ Britain had been, if-it 
was. not still, «greet. nation; with many marks of an advanced  civiliza- 


tion. It is a most strange circumstance, almost unique in the history of 
have accepted the statements of their 


question isnot. surprising when we consider the-crase that.pre- 
vailed for so-called olassic literature during the seventeenth and eighteenth 
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deed when Caesar comes to statements Ee 
possibly, in some cases, are little more trustworthy than General Weyler’s 
bulletins regarding Spanish victories in Cuba. And stranger still; the ill 


_ that Caesar said about the Britons has been preserved and cherished, the 
good has been measurably forgotten. 
of the nineteenth th'Gepithry-it Hegambe 

thing that could not be proven as yas. 


cerned, every annal or ide 


1. ‘The justioe and oloarneos of ita laws. n 

9. ~Ite- educational advancement. 

4, Ite wonderful military organization. -- 

The laws of the ancient Britons, ens 
characterized ‘by’: their | “btevity, jdstibe; and‘himanity. They 
have come down to us in the Druidie-form of Triads.t That our readers 
may form their own epinion-of their worth: ws stbjoittia few examples: 

_ “There are three tests of Civil Liberty,—equality of rights, pening of 
rain.» State—inordinate, privileges, oor- 
to a man which no lew,of men can 
touch, fine, or wife,. and the instruments of 
calling; for.no law can unman & man, or uncall a ek. 
te: effeot+ideposition: of the isoversign; introduction ‘of 
ligion, suspension of law. 
wherever ‘he pleases; :the: right; whetever:he ds,"to protectién from! bis 
land and sovereign, thé right-of equal privileges and 
“There are three things free to every many tituw or foreigner; the 
fuss) ofp which no law: will justify —water from’ spritig, river) Well) fi#ing 
from a detayed tree, block of stone not in‘uses! 
who: ayerexotipt from bearing: 
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of the Batich Bails ii which ‘the wea! 
yrowped ‘by thtees} three thitge oF 
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“Phere-are: thres thieves who: shall not: punisiment—s 
shen: child, necessitous: person who. has gone 
through ‘towns ‘and ‘te: nine: houses: in: each -withons: being 
able to obtaim:charity though hé.asked for: it.” sit o2 
Rev. R. W. Morgan, in his History of 
a the laws of.ancient: Greete and-Romé; 
but put to shame the enactments of nations calling themselves Christians 
at. the: preeant day. They pontain: the. essence of: law, religion,:and: ohiv- 
alry.; donation raling iteelé:-by their spirit-could not be otherwise than 
‘great; civilised, and. :.One of sheir:strongest recommendations ie, shat 
they avé:bo lucid.aé:to be intelligible.to all degrees.of wen and minds” 
Detids:were prieste ‘and educators of the Britons, and not only 
of ‘the Britons i but: of the:Gaule:and other: peoples.* : in Cacsar’a days 
Britain: was:the strongheld of :Druidism, and the: youth: of the. shrrounding 
regious:of ‘the continent of. ‘Kurope used to. be. sent te Britain to be edu- 
long was, ‘it had: bean 


ite friends have brought forward. chain ib 
origin; indeed, but slightly: changed form of: het had: been: revealed 
Hebréw: patriarchs by Jehovah: Evidently by: what; isistill known of 
‘their belief world, wide traditions regarding :the 
creation: of the:world that se nearly resemble: tlie -acooent given in. the 
Book of: Genesis: The leading principles of their faith were: God isan 
Infiiite Spirit, the Creator, the: Savior or Preserver aod the: Re-Creater, 
Ged-is self'éxistence ;: from: Him all-creation emanated and unto Him. it is 
always resolving: and will always continue to resolve iteelf; back... In this 
last tianied idea is:contained the ever-fascinating thought .of reincarnation 

and the ultimate ‘merging of all ‘man: in: tothe Deity: With: the littl 
that-weknéw:t their religion, some of the Druidic: ideas seem somewhad 
io For éristamce, thay: believed that metter is the creatden af 
God; but‘also that the universe is in substance eternal and imperishahle, 
subject to subesssivé eyoles of idissal ation and renovationi..: Further 
they taaght that “the soul is a particle of the Deity, possessing in embryo 
wom capabilities.” “Death or the dissolution of the present material 


et 


versed in it go to Britain, in order to become 

Gabianiow, the creed or worship of the Sabinns, # eect .of ancient Persia and Chaldes 
who the unityof God] but worshiped beings sappossd to:reside in tle heavenly 
people ‘extended the worship 
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organization is simultaneous with the assumption of a new existence: 
The soul passes through an indefinite number of these migrations till: it 
attains Deity. Regarding sin they taught that: perfect: repentance ‘is 
entitied:to pardon. That repentance is: perfect :which makes the utmost 
compensation in ite power for wrong doing inflicted and willingly sabmits 
to the penalty prescribed. The jastice of 
by the sncrifice of life for life*: 

A recent writert thus the Druids: oF 

“The Druidic temples of religion 

able to devote themeelves, to study, the population must have-been great. 
We are told that the Druids had a sublime system of moral:and theological 
instruction. Julius Caesar asserts that their: priests; above ail things; in- 
oulcated the immortality of -the soul, affirming that: this: truth: ‘was the 
highest ‘of all motives for living virtuous lives. As’ prieste: they were 
sacred; as legislators politic, as philosophers enlightened and -humane, 
their characters venerable and. peaceful. Their government was: entirely 
patriarchal. Beneath their widespreading oaks they sacrificed at. ‘their 
altars; and ‘they gave laws to the nation. All controversies, public! or 
private; were decided by them. ‘In woods and caves where: they ‘dwelt 
their lives were distinguished by simplicity and. austerity, and. by: their 
great knowledge, wisdom and virtue they acquired a sovereign: influence 
over the winds of the people.» The impious were awed by their power, the 
virtuous encouraged by their favor. But the well-known meéekness' and 
benevolence of these venerable and philosophical teachers could not save 
them from malevolent and unjust accusations. Like the early Christians, 
whose tenets were depicted in odious colors, and who were accused: by 
their enemies and persecutors of feasting upon murdered ‘infants;:so ‘the 
Druid: priests have been said to have sacrificed innocent children. ©. There 
is probably no more truth: in one story than in the other’ These vener- 
able priests who raled ancient Briton -perished. by the. sword: of their 
Rowan ‘conquerors... - Under the: administration. of ‘Suetonius Paulinas, 
A. D. 61,’ the: Druids, being considered the:chief obstacle to the:establish- 
ment of: Roman power, were attacked and slaughtered in Anglesea, where 
the chief and of their ancient 
records.”:; ang ovis dod bef) 

lady's description of the Druids sin vory different 
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‘Wrekin Sketoher.” 


» “The students at these colleges numbered. 
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blacker charges against them -were ‘almost universally believed, and the 


leading éeremony of their barbarous creed. 
+ But: research: is in correcting othe 
WORK’ ‘AMONGST. THE 


laboring in the'Bedfordshire district of the London Confererice, he gives 
a very refreshing account of green ‘fields and babbling brooks, together. 
with. a ‘desoription' of ‘ati open-air’ meeting held on a village green: whilst 
the ‘andienes’ reclined" upon’ the shade, sho 
feet, he continues ‘his letter'ad follows:—' tart vad 
“The next day we called at the village of Breashwood Green, ‘where the 
remains of one’of thé’ Elders who died at'that' place while on ‘a thission‘to 
po land; ‘rest‘in the’ graveyard: His name was Edward’ William’ Street, 
ied April 18th, 1878, aged 26 yeurs.” He died at the home of Elder Heber 
back in his native land as a missionary; atid whose 
mothér;’ Sister’ Swaindton, Waited on ‘hin ‘all through’ hid sickness)’: We 
found the grave of Elder Street in’ a neglected condition; with the stone 
alittle: out. of shape,’ and’ with grass and weeds growing at willl’ We 
borrowéd ‘a spade’and with this and our jack knife, w6‘soort had the weeds 
and grass off and the'stone straightened up: Elder Street has’s very nice 
grave stone, which was bought’and erected by the good Saitité who lived 
at the time of ' ‘his death: words 


there in of plaiting or braiding straw, for the straw:hata, that:at one 
time, was a good paying industry, but to-day.on account, ofthe plait being 
shipped in here from Obina, the women and girls work-for,a bare pittance, 
This is. what.they. get.for plaiting, straw, three-halfpence a. score, or. twenty 
yards, and if,.they work hard all day they can earn from 4$d. to 6d.. per 
day..,,One case atrnck: me.so forcibly that. I. made. a.note of it,...In the 
village of Breachwood Green. lives an old lady by the name of Mra, Monk, 

she was. 86. years,old -on;the 15th day of last.April... As we, passed. by;she 

was sitting in the doorway pleiting, we asked her. how long she had been 
working, at. the plait,. ‘All, my. life’ .was.the answer, and. when; asked. how 
much..she could.earn in «day, she. replied, ‘If. 1 work all. day I can 
score, which, will..bring..me three half-pence. .[ am gesting. old now and 
can’t; plait as fast.as could at onetime.’ I.was talking with.» lady only 
yesterday,.who.seid. that she worked hard atthe plait all day for 4d., and 
| thave of, working at this plaiting..: Is. 
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interesting ‘to walk through the old 
and young, all hard at work plaiting the straw. |: 
Breachwood Green: we: walked: ‘to 
Sandy. From here we walked to Beeston: :Brother:and Sister: Wheatley. 
live here, they:are:old: members of the Church, having been baptizediiin 
1854 by Thomas Smith. They have been separated -from ‘the: Saints: for 
many years, but to show that she still ‘Had’ faith in the Gospel, — 
Wheatley requested that we administer to her as she i 
well. ‘calied onpher the wext day and) found: her 
better. Next we called'on Brother.and Sister Rook who live at Hatch. 
Brother -and.-Sister old..members of. the Church, baving been 
beptized in-1855.; . The Elders for many years past-have fognd:a hearty,wel- 
come and s.good lodging place at their home. ; Still. with all.their kindness 
thay have,-heen for one.and. two years. at-a time without,seeing..an Elder, 
which.makes, them feel.as though. they. had forgotten....Wishing 
Brother and Sister Rook a good morning, we Jeft-for the :town:of Bedford, | 
where, if, am not mistaken, the second branch:of ‘the Church was.orgen-— 
ized England; in. this dispensation, Preston: being: the first. . While 
Elder Heber 0; Kimball and others were preaching. the.Gospel.in, Preston 
in 1837, Elder Richards came to Bedford and preached the Gospel in that 
place. Where. there was. once a large .Bedford Conference, now. there, is 
one of the Latter-day Sainte in the town, or very fow.in the 
diatrict, they having all emigrated to Zion... of? 
While here we visited the village of. Bunyan;was 
bore, inthe gear 1628, Also the little, cottage where he. used to. work..at 
his..tvade as.a tinker, the little.cottage is ‘still in good condition, there is 
family, living-in it. at the present time.:.The hall where did. his 
presching, is still, standing... For preaching, ‘he was cast inte prison, ‘and 
while there he wrote his famous Pilgrim’s Progress. 
“From here we walked to Kempston; Elder Jobn' Brightman and Brother 
and Sister Swift live there. © Eldér Byighttnan is of a long standing in the 
Church. He was at onetime a Traveling Elder in’ the Bedford Conference. 
Hiw ‘wife,’ Sister Milly, was also a faithful Latter-day Seint, atid ‘remained 
Until tier death; when on ‘the 2nd of January, Lord:chlied’ her 
home. Brother and Sister Swift’ have a. that‘are 
enotigh have been 'tanghit to: obey the ‘obunsel of God; by being ‘baptized 
dcdording to the way in which He ‘commanded that it.stould be‘doie. 
Brother ‘tnd Bister Swift have ‘a strong 
the Gospel. At one time prior to Brother Swift joining the Church, 
Wife 'was'very sick; so bad that they had despaired of saving het life’? One 
night whilst he was standing by the bedside of his sick partner drid wait- : 
ig’ of’ her, shé looked at him’ and said; ‘John, if you want thie t6 get well 
You go and ‘be baptized right away and ‘fight aguihet that’ principle 
better’ He ‘complied with ‘her request 
hie fatherditiJew, Rider Brightman’ took ott int the'middle 
becausé ‘there was much water there’ and froti the very moment that he 
was! baptized: ‘his wife started ‘to: mend “and 
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Brightman and like the Saints, have always had 
et 


“We held meeting with the family, and in the morning we walked to 
Marsden. Sister Maria Wheddlet hi Fives hére. She is another old member in, 
the Ohurch; having been: baptized in 1856.~ here-we took ‘the train 
for Dunstable, there are a few more Saints of long standing in the Church 
in this district, and it is very j to say that they have all kept the 
faith up to the present time.” ~~~ 


toudhies upon the various! phasés of the work of the Lord that‘C | 
onde; he gives w review the work being: performed there, aid thet 
“There are'at the: tinie ring 
as follows: Foor in Macolesfidld; four in‘ Oldham, two in Madttide, five in 
Manchester’, Good resdlts ‘are following the’ plan of the ‘Ic 
with non-members. Those laboring in Macclesfield, reporting ‘s fa 
reception by « large number of enqbirers as a result of this 
have ‘beerino missionaries’ permanently located ‘in. the Moorside® district 
for some.time, and as it is a thriving branch it is thought thas by locating 
Elders there‘ ib will have the result of keeping the large ndmber ‘of Saints 
alive to their duties;and their neighbors seeing: their good deeds; ahd'ex: 
ample, may awaken to énquire of them what thing it is*that brougtit 
themes mtiol joy and caused tive itr éneh ti | 
Christien manner.’ igwo ded? bos au azoge - 
present,’alittle opposition: Oldhary ‘enjoys ‘thé 
distinction of being the most thriving; largest bratich,‘and avery fraitfal 
field):: To Elders: Broadbent and. Moss; who have returned to Zion, together 
with Elders Birchall, Austin, West and their co-laborers has been ascribed - 
the honor of ‘being ‘the huinble instramente in’ the hands of God 
lishing branch’ of ‘the Churels, second to none; in the British ‘Mission 
special meeting’ is booked for the 17th ingt.” will be 
in attendanee: apd ed bis soda ati. 
“On the 31st an illustrated lecture by Dr. Jas. wilt 
entertaining feature, and an attraction that will 41 the spacidus hall with 
‘of. Motnions ‘and’ Moe ~ 
summary cf labors. is that a few ate’ 
baptism; and there limited number of ‘investigators.’ The Saints 
general: areal} feeling well, ‘anid we'are as if Were | ailing 
untroubled seamed fo je ivingiece 
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ALEXANDER CrUDEN, defines prayer as being « an offering up of on de- 
sires to God for things lawful and needful with an humble confidence to 
obtain them through the alone mediation of to'the praise of the 
mercy, truth and power of God. --Matt.6: 6, John 16: 23-26. It is either 
mental. or vocal, ejaculatory or occasional, either private ' public; for 
ourselves or others; for the. procuring of good things, or.the, removing, or 
the preventing of things evil, I Tim..2;:1,.2.-As God is.the only, object.of 
prayer Psalm 50: 15, and as we must pray for others as well.as for ourselves 
James 5:16. So we.are to pray, fervently, Col, 4:.18,/; Sincerely, Psalm 
17:.1, Constantly, Col. 4: 2, with faith, James.5:/ 15, and! not..withous 
repentance, Psalm 66: 18, Jer, 36; 7, and: iby: the ‘help of the Holy. Spirit, 
pellation,. intercession, whereby we refer.our,own causeand that of others 
unto.God as judge, calling upon Him, appealing to Him’ for right, present- 
ing-oureelves and our.cause unto. Him. Christ Himself the great example 
of .the righteous, taught us to. pray, by so doing we honor God.and: drew 
down upon ourselves divine favor. and igrace..Not only.did our Savier 
teach ‘His disciples ate told by St. Luke that; He 
spoke “a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to; pray.” 
In fact there are passages to be encountered in the four gospels, wherein 
this admonition cannot. be viewed in any other light: than.of: an ebaclute 
command. and we are all familiar with that verse ‘He that saith, I. know 
‘Man .in all, ages of the world, has instinctively.in bis hour of need‘ and 
peril, offered. up a supplication for deliverance to his idesl.supreme power, 
or perchance ‘when he has found that disaster.apparently ‘unavoidably 
overwhelms him with its he has atoically murmured: *so'be it 
(Phere, natural every man; bé he savage or 
scientist, to. pray, st some, period or: other during ‘so-called 
Freethinker, triumphantly produces what he imagines to be an unanéwer- 
able query. when he asks, “How is -it that with ‘all the: scores of: prayers 
offered up to Heaven, amidst, tears and.bleod, by the:persecuted 

in the arena that. they. were nevertheless permisted! to:.die 
hoerihle shamefal denthe at the hands of their 
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of : wild. beaste! If, there were any efficacy in prayer;surely here it 
been; demonstrated. once and: for Such quibbling is 
puerils.. {God will rob. no man, be he, good or evil minded, of his birth- 
right. that.he inherits, that of free action and free thought, neither does 
He sway the majority. to do the bidding.of the minority; 

That, be.does work, upon the: hearts of single. to 
the subjecta, to, become instruments in direct answer to fervent prayer, is 
proven bothiin His sacred Word and. by. the testimony of multitudes of 
sincere .men and women. -If;such.a thing were possible, that.of swaying 
the, majority,:and depriving them of blessings for the benefit of the 
minority, however pure: dnd spiritual minded the latter might be, imagine 
the chaos that-wonld ensue. The town-born: Christian knowing nothing 
regarding crops, etc., would, as we so often find him doing, undoubtedly 
_ pray for fine. weather durizig bis ‘annual vacation; providing his prayers 
were answered, ‘Grops would suffer to the ruination of; the farmer and the 
semi-starvation of the poor. . The sea-sick passenger on the vessel making 
brave: progress:in the face of the brisk trade winds of «the Southern 
Hemisphere ‘would have the winds reversed for his own individual benefit 
leaving the sails thrashing hopelessly: against yards and masts of the 
of life. ever tried to analyze our prayers, and to ‘find out after 
go to the 

If weturn. toiour Bibles, “Phe effectual prayer 
of @ righteous:man availeth much.” . Here:is the keynote of the situation 
—the: fervent prayers of a righteous man.’ In order that our prayers 
should :be.of avail we must be obedient to our Heavenly Father and seek 
to please Yet. sometimes we do not. seem: to be: able to learn our 
lesson, although as children, we invariably knew that. we could not expect 
favors from our earthly parents, however fervently we might supplicate 
for the same, providing that we had been disobedient and were still ‘pos- 
séssed of the sanie spirit; how can ‘we then consistently imagine that our 
Heavenly Father is going to favor a:wilfally disobedient:child' by giving 
to him the desires of his.heart,:when he.is.so undeserving of divine favor. 

That the: prayers of aj righteous: man avail: much, is amply proven 
upon the pages of the Bible. We have the account of Abimelech, King 
_ of Gerar, who was told in a°vision to seek the prayerstof Abraham “for 
he is a prophet, and he shallgpray for thee, and thou shalt live.” In the 
manite, he. was told by thej.Lord “My wrath 
is kindled against thee, ‘but nevertheless he was enjoined to offer up a 
sacrifice and to get Job to pray for him “for him will I accept.” | 
With all our protestations regarding out enlightened ‘state of Christen- 
dont,‘ there seem ‘tobe traces of old pagan and heathenish ideas regarding 
the Deity:.: Mankind: seem ever prone, unconsciously perhaps, to picture 
our Heavenly: Father as a terrible Being ever ready to shower down ‘fadg- 
ments:of ‘wrath upon the heads of His children, ‘at tie slightest provoca- 
tion, thus:it is that the average individual entertains the ides; that unless 
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he pays homage every night to his Maker; some dire and dreadful calam- 
ity will overcome him in thé near future) he hurriedly “bows ‘his’ knes 
and mentally rehearses a stereotyped petition, blows oul the light ‘and 
tumbles into bed, feeling assured that he'has done his'duty arid warned « 
night’s repose. To pray night ‘and: ‘morning essentially: 
Christian’s' duty. But how wearisome’ must ‘be of our prayers it 
they ever reach ‘the presence of Godt: How+monotondus’ bécomier the 
repeated query, the oft recurring ‘petulant réqtest-of thé child, hutean 
ears; even to the ears of his earthly parent, The semicivilized intabitante 
of Kashmir, have reduced the art of offering stereotyped prayers down to 
a labor saving science, Mr. H. Z. Darrah, in his: latest; book; gives’ avery 
‘description of. One of! ‘by’ the heathens 
of Kashmir, he says: 
barrel eight inches holds: 1400. thin: on each 
side ef: which the prayer is printed; say, ten times: ‘This gives 28,000 
prayers, all of which are supposed to be put to: the eben ost 
credit: in the world to come, if, with a touch of: his finger; the 
barrel revolve once. But a single vigorous: the 
volvé say thirty times—equal to 840,000 prayers.” 
Let our prayers be made in: humility with thatkfalmedi for past bless- 
ings, and ‘a sincere realization of unworthiness ‘of ‘the same; . No 
student of human nature and of the Bible, will forone moment hes#tiate 
in the case of the supplications of the Pharisee and:the publican regarding 
which of the two petitions could conscientiously be defined: asa iprayer.:° 
_ Obrist: gave to his disciples a model prayer when ‘he said, “After this 
manner therefore pray ye:” that prayer that is chanted, sung, and repeated 
thousands of times daily in every civilized: clime ‘the wide world over=«the | 
Lord’s Prayer; an analysis of which, exhibits to the 
petition that comprises in itself three 


. Gi) The invocation, or calling | 
Let. us not cherish the idea that we will be heard for + Moar much speak 

That infant lips.can try; eis 


Ir appears trom the Bible thas. toot 
of, Isracl.. It is an interesting study to notice the.relation that exists: be- 
tween “the children of the kingdom”. and good ‘the world: who:do 
them, or, at least, who. are not identified: with them, 

_Let-as consider the case of: Baalam. of: Pethor,: for. whom :the 
Monhite king, sent, offering him rewarda bonors;.and sayings)... 
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and shide(over: ageitistime: come. now therefore,'I pray thee; curse me thie people; for 
they are. E-shall prevail, that. we may smite them, and 
that I:may-drive them ‘out.of the land: for I wot that he whom thou blesse: 


when} ‘Beleem saw chat it pleased ‘the 
for enchantments,.but he set. his:face. toward the wilderness. And 
and the, spirit of, God came upon him.” (Numbers 24:;1, 2)... 


it ‘the’ ‘enemies of our peoplé would in this day lift up 
anid bebold ‘he Jyatter-day Saints as they are,-in their, quiet habitations 


with their ‘barnsand storehouses amply.stocked, their poor fed and clothed, 
their. temples::reared, their minds at peace, their faith high, their. virtue 
and: justice a pattern to the.Christian world,— would not be 


How tents, O Jacob;'and 
are they spread forth, as_gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign-aloes which the 
Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters. « « « Blessed is he that 


This. shows the relation of inspired prophets, end of .all 
of the’ "earth ‘towards God’s people. No man, prophet though he be may 
curse those whom God blessed. And the history of our people teems with © 
examples of the ‘downfall of those who crete lifved their hands to injure 
thie’people oF to‘ovérthrow | their 


‘offide, ‘ate ‘now ready; both are somewhat smaller in size 
Whe A limited number, printed apon India paper, 
received from the binders. _ They are. high class samples of 


6} aad’ 6 oné ‘half’ inch’ in ‘thickness,’ 
ounces, a pocket yn ‘While’ the Book of Mormon is a shade 

trine and Covensiité: pririted ‘én India ‘paper, smallest 


we 
> 
ag 
<a 
2 
- 
aa 
a 
+ 
ed 
4 


publications, when the eles of the typeiand the amount of printed matter 
are taken into consideration, that have ever been issued from a Latter-day 


PROGRAMME OF DR. TALMAGE'S: “LECTURE ‘TOUR. 


“Utah and its People,” to be delivered Dr. J ames 


of the principal cities of the United Kingdom. ie : 
Newcastle-on-Tyne Lovaine Hall, _ | 
Norwich ‘Victoria Hall, 26. 
London Olerkenwell Town Balt, Rosebery Avene, Wedussday, July 27. 
Nottingham Mechanics’ Hall, 

Oldham Unity Kins | 

Glasgow 

Belfast ‘White Hall Anne street, 


arrived at New York at 8.a.m. on the 19th inst. wee sere — com- 
pany of Saints and missionaries on 


On after the 26th inst., ‘the ihe ot ot Trish 


THE BOOK OF MORMON AND. THE SPAULDING _.MAN- 


USCRIPT. 


Tux following article appeared in the Boston Herald of July 18th, 1897: 

“The appearance of the Book of Mormon. awakens in. the, memory, of 
certain persons, who heard chapters read, by of called 


“The well ‘attested | fact was that 20, years 
his discovery, a highly educated clergyman of 4 Ve 
-arried, and with his wife settled at Salem, Ohio, where, his health 


York 
giving way, he was obliged toileave work aa:a.preacher, 
discussed: that. 


BES 


“He was deeply interested in the theory then. much 
North; American Indians. were. dependants. of the, Jost tribea.of Ierael, 
especially as in the vicinity of New Salem.w pounds | » by 
the early settlers.of the country, and he conceived, she lines writing a 
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_ “He. therefore devoted the leisure of three years to the preparation of 
the work, which was written in the quaint. style of 


in King James’ anthorized: version of the English scriptures. 

“Tp order to give it the antique character claimed for it, it masiaientialed 
the Manuscript Found, and in the preface, was: said to: have been. made 
from record made:-by one of the lost:nations and. recovered .from: the 
- earth where ages before it had been-depdsited by Moroni, the son of _Mor- . 
mon, ithe ! prophet in the: manuseript, and in it was given. wost.of the pre- 
tended ‘history found in the Book of Mormon, and: there is unquestionable 

“The: possession ‘of | by Smith: and. Rigdon deine clearly 
proved as the strongest circumstantial evidence can establish a fact.” 


the following. ‘the. organization of the Church. of 
Jesus. Christ of Lat -day Sainte, April 6th, 1830, there was.one man. who . 
i me: iety. .That.man was Solomon Spaulding. . Although 
several. years dead, his writings. known as. “The Manuscript, Story” 
brought. bim,.for the time, some local. fame. Solomon. Spaulding, the 
gentleman above referred to, lived during. the latter part of the 18th and 
eginnin mag His death occurred about the year, 1816. 
A few years. p s death his mind seemed to run on ancient and 


ancestors of the American. Indians, which in his romance he. represents 
as, having deciphered. from ancient characters, found on. rolls of: parch- 
ment. which he‘had discovered i in a stone cave, in. an excavation near. his 
home on Coneaugh Creek, Ashtabula County, Penn. With the parchment 
were Indian bows and arrows and other relics. At his death he left. this 
romantic, or) historic ,production, in possession of his widow. In 1834, 
nearly five years after the publication of the Book of Mormon, an apos- 
tate, by the name of D. P. Hurlburt, learned of the existence of this 
ishing Story” by Mr. Spaulding, and conceived the idea of pub- 
with book he. was about to issue as an ex- 


the. truth of the Book, of Mormon. Mr. Hurlburt, therefore, visited the 
widow, ing-and_ requested the loan. of her husband’s manuscript, 
stating to her,that he wished to make it s part of the book he was about 
to publish in. opposition. to the Mormon Church; and as he expected to 
make it, appear that, the “Manuscript Story,” written by. her husband, 
was the origin. of the Book of Mormon, he waa convinced that a ready.sale 
would be found for the book, and that the manuscript would contribute to 
from. Hurlbui of the manuscript, and in con- 
nection, with E, D. Howe and. Co, with whom he had: contracted for. the 
publication of “Mormedism Unveiled,” examined the Spaulding produc 
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‘tion, but not finding: it:to resemble, in any Book of ‘Mor- 
mon; they suppressed it, and Mr: Hurlburt: informed Mrs. Spduiding that 
her husband’s manuscript had been destroyed in a:fire:which: had. recettly 
occurred in the Painesville printing 
ited; awaiting publication.* baa paved ens 
Although: an agreement of: 
P. Harlbart and the ‘Howe: Publishing ‘Ga, ‘of: Painesville; Ghio; the 
Messrs.‘ Howe soon learned of 
and shook him off entirely, and they themeelves'continued ip she disrepu: 
table labor of manufacturing falsehoods concerning: the Mormon: Charch 
and the Book of Mormon in particular, and finally pdbtished:the:volense, 
“Mormonism Unveiled,” retaining’ all the falsehoods that: Hurlburt {had 
been the:author.of, but discarding: the author. In’ this volume Mr} Howe 
tried to make it appear that the Spaulding story or “Manuscript ral 
was indeed’ the original ' from’ which thé Book of° Meriion ‘Wwas* wri 
(bat itiétead Of publishing “Mantsdtipt Found.” Shab enabling th 
to judge regarding its similarity to the Book of Mormon; “Mr 
cured affidavits from apostates and bitter éneniies of thé’ C 
who stated ‘that they were witnesses to the fact’ that thd ‘two 
identical. Among the statements sent forth by the ‘authors’ of 
ism ‘Uiiveiled” were the following: ‘Sidney ‘Rigdon:' who’ had? for 
resided ‘at Pittsburg where Mrs. Spaulding had livéd for's | 
procured’ the dead élergyman’s production ft n Dai ahd” 
printers 6f that ‘city, and had ‘enlarged ‘4 ad the ‘or 
with the help and cunning of Joseph Smith; Morinon® 
_the'feligious portions, and ‘palméd it off oii’ ‘the ‘pablic'és' en ancidnt ‘and 
‘inspired record. ‘This false and insinuating statement’ found 
lievers) ind even to this day among non-Mormons" Gs! 
let tne here state, in regard to the 
Sitiney Rigdon, that these two men nevér met until” time: after 
the translation of the Book of ‘Mormon, and not unti) 3,000 cdpies‘of the 
same had been published, and distributed, Sidney Rigdon hityeelf orl 
thathe was converted to the principles of Mordionisui by readis 
Book of Mormon, and at the same time’ he ‘beca ne convinced of the divin: 
ity of the record and of the divine mission of 
In the year 1884, fifty years after the alle estruction of the 
ing manuscript, Mr. Jas. H. Fairchild, esas ot of the Oberlin College 
one ‘of ‘the most prominent: institutions of learning ini the’ state of Ohio— 
spent his summer vacation at Honolulu, in the ‘Sandwich’ la 
he met an‘old ‘friend, formerly the pat sher of the Patines: ae 
—Mr. L. Rice, who ‘had: taken up his abode ip hia 
daughter snd son-in-law, Mrs. and Mr. Whitney: ‘the 6f 
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visit to ‘Mr.°Rice; ‘President: Fairchild suggested ‘to: him ‘that he look 
throagh ‘his: ‘numerous: papers, thinking that’ ‘he 
slavery documents that might be.of sonie historic value: 

Phe séiréh began and ere long ‘their attention ‘was 
on. she dt the packages ‘“Menascript Story—Conneaugh 
Creek)"* The-title of ‘the paper struck these ‘gentleman with amazement, 
and they finally concluded that this was the:véry manuscript ‘which*was | 
supposed::to be:the origin‘of the Book! of Mormon. and with this belief, 
though: Mri: Fairchild andMr. Rive, being more honest ‘than ‘othegs: who 
quatters for s0Book of ‘Mormon, and with the help of ‘Mr: Whitney and 
also.of Mr. Bishop; a: very influential gentleman residing at Honolvla 
at that‘time, began the réading of ‘the Book of Mormon and the “Manus- 
cript Story” of Solomon Spaaiding;:and continued: the same until they 
had read.and*carefally coujpared ‘them from: beginning ‘to‘end ; and they 
thes: thd: 'there':cams to. the’ conclusion; and so stated; that the ‘two 
productions werd entirely: unlike.’ Mr. Rice,although ‘loth to part: ‘with 
the old «manuscript; gave:it President: Fairchild;-only reserving: the 
original: long. enough  to-have it. copied word for: word,and ‘line for line, 
bad ‘spelling ‘and’ ‘bad grammar. -included.': President ‘Fairchild brought 
the manuscript of Solomon Spauldiig home with him; and ‘deposited it 
among the relics of Oberlin College, —— enchatinagdliate:- it 


‘the Origin of the ‘Book’ fon in’ the’ 
onion Spaulding, will probably have to be relinguished. 
f and Others, compared it (the Spaulding manuscript) with 
the’ ‘Book ¢ Mérmon, and could detect no resemblance: between the’ two, 
didefal br detail: There’ to be no hame nor incident com- 
mon to the two.” The solemn style of the Book of Mormon, in imitation 
of the English Scriptures, does not appear in the manuscript. Some other 
explanation’ the origin of Book of Mormon will Pare. be if 
Spaulding ‘Manuscript in that it was among the old papers and other 
property which he had purchased with ‘the Painesville printing office, 
The mannegcri iadevidently’ lain in this office’since “D, P. Hurlburt 
od it there in the year 1834. . President Fairchild, ‘evidently de- 
4 that the truth shout d be widely known in regard to his coticlusions 
ig the two: pre ‘published in the Wew York Observer, of 
his statement above given. This state- 
ment in the New Observer ettrented. the attention of President George 
Reynolds, : ation, and dat clipped it from the paper and 
Smith, at Honoluly, 
m to ‘Sandwich Islands. Pre 
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